FATHERS AND CHILDREN
some secret longing; while Arkady, who had
made up his mind conclusively that he was in
love with Madame Odintsov, had begun to yield
to a gentle melancholy. This melancholy did not,
however, prevent him from becoming friendly
with Katya; it even impelled him to get into
friendly, affectionate terms with her. * Sfe does
not appreciate me ? So be it! ... But here is
a good creature, who does not repulse me,' he
thought, and his heart again knew the sweet-
ness of magnanimous emotions. Katya vaguely
realised that he was seeking a sort of consola-
tion in her company, and did not deny him or
herself the innocent pleasure of a half-shy, half-
confidential friendship. They did not talk to
each other in Anna Sergyevna's presence;
Katya ahvays shrank into herself under her
sister's sharp eyes; while Arkady, as befits a
man in love, could pay attention to nothing
else when near the object of his passion ; but
he was happy with Katya alone* He \vas
conscious that he did not possess the power to
interest Madame Odintsov ; he was shy and at
a loss when he was left alone with her, and
she did not know what to say to him , he was
too young for hen With Katya, on the other
hand, Arkady felt at home; he treated her
condescendingly, encouraged her to express the
impressions made on her by music, reading
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